EDWARD M, HOUSE

influence at the Peace Conference was the social
influence/'

The most insidious influence with Colonel
House was the kindness of his own heart. He had
too many friends. His view of international rela-
tions was too personal. Principles will make a
man hard, cold, and unyielding, and Colonel House
had no principles, or had them only parrot-like
from Mr. Wilson. He was the human side of the
President, who for those contacts which his office
demanded had found a human side necessary and
accordingly annexed the amiable Texan.

Wilson's human side had offended him, and he
cut it off, accordingly to the scriptural injunction
against the offending right hand* The act was
cruel, but it was just, as just as the dismissal of
Mr. Lansing; for House failed Wilson at Paris,
teing one of Wilson's greatest sources of weakness
there. His excessive optimism, his kindheartedness,
his credulity, his lack of independence of mind, his
surrender of his imagination to a stronger imagina-
tion, his conception of politics not as morals but
as the adjustment of personal differences, left
Wilson without a capable critical adviser at the
Conference.

When House talked to Wilson, it was a weaker
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